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ENERGY ECONOMICS ARGENTINA 


FORMER GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL STRESSES OIL EXPORT NEEDS 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 4 Aug 81 p 15 


[Article by Mario A. Cadenas Madariaga] 


[Text] At the present time the shrinking of our gross national 
product and of public and private borrowing, both foreign and domes- 
tic, is forcing the nation to a lowered income level, to a reduction 
in industrial activity, and to growing unemployment. 


In the domestic area, civil protest movements have begun to appear 

in different sectors of both agrarian and industrial production, fol- 
lowed recently by demonstrations by workers groups, both in the weal- 
their plains areas and in the regional economies. 


This situation must be turned around quickly. Therefore, without 
prejudicing the overall solution, a vital decision should be made 
soon, one which can solve the serious financial problems that we are 
now experiencing. 


In our opinion, the most rapid way is to decide to transform 
Argentina into a major petroleum and gas exporter, by means of a 
substantial increase in production. 


Following the U.S. Example 


In 1979 the United States, when faced with a doubling in international 
oil prices, decided to increase its domestic production substantially, 
by decontroling the price of new oil and by drilling 10,000 wells 
more in 1980 than in 1979. 


Argentina, to overcome its present economic difficulties, should 
decide to make a substantial increase in its production destined for 
export; prices for this new oil should be set at international market 
price levels. 








ee ee eT ee eee rn me aaa ie Po 


Reserves 


Argentina has proven petroleum reserves of nearly 400 million cubic 
meters, and 640 billion cubic meters of gas reserves. Explorations 
off the coast and at various points inside Argentina, with wells pro- 
ducing very good yields, indicate that this horizon of reserves could 
be quickly expanded. 


Furthermore, in calculating reserves, the potential production that 
could be obtained from old wells, abandoned because of their low out- 
put, has not been included. A high percentage of the 6,000 wells out 
of production could be brought back into production if the price were 
raised to international levels. This could provide a substantial part 
of the increased production. The daily output of the Argentine wells 
is 11.5 cubic meters, compared with 2.3 cubic meters from U.S. wells. 
YPF [Government Oil Deposits] has no oilfields in operation with an 
average production under 6 cubic meters a day, while the contractors 
have yields as low as 2.5 cubic meters a day. 


The Exports Needed and Their Earnings: An Added $5.8 Billion a Year 


The minimum objective that should be set is to cover the total 
interest payments on our foreign debt by using the increase in our 
petroleum and gas exports. As a rough estimate, this might mean 
tripling the production of gas by raising it from 13 billion cubic 
meters a year to 40 billion cubic met2rs a year; petroleum production 
might be increased from 28 million cubic meters to 38 million cubic 
meters annually. At international price levels, this means increasing 
gas production by $3.8 billion, and petroleum production by something 
over $2 billion. 


Such an increase, when the cost of imported materials, profits, and 
other items is deducted, will leave a positive return in our balance 
of payments which will help to free us from the present burden of in- 
terest payments on our foreign debt. From that point on, we will be 
able to obtain foreign loans to refinance our agricultural and indus- 
trial requirements, on the best possible terms. 


The way to carry out this program is through concession contracts 
with private enterprise, both Argentine and foreign, after interna- 
tional bidding for the exploitation of the areas with proven reserves. 
The price that the companies will obtain for petroleum and gas will 
be the international price, because it will be intended for export. 
The state will take that part of this production wiiich provides the 
most suitable supply. 


Among the options which the oil companies should offer will be the 
degree of industrialization of the oil produced; this would be used 
in Argentina for petroleum byproducts, petrochemical products, fer- 
tilizers, etc. 








Argentina has a great capacity to make use of the development of 
the petroleum industry, as it produces pumping equipment, pipes 
for encasing wells, and most of the parts and equipment needed 

to produce petroleum. In order to favor Argentine companies as 
much as possible, they could be reserved areas for bidding, which 
would only be awarded to Argentine firms. At the same time, the 
contracting of Argentine drilling firms could be encouraged. 


With part of the profits that the state would collect from these 
contracts, it could cover YPF's debts and the normal activities of 
this firm and its contractors, whose production is designed for 
the internal market. 


Export and Replacement Possibilities 


Petroleum can obviously be exported anywhere. Gas could be sold to 
Brazil, Uruguay, and Paraguay. The combined petroleum imports of 
those countries are over $4 billion. 


At home in Argentin&, there are plans to replace petroleum gradually 
by gas and water and nuclear power. We suggest that this replace- 
ment prograin in Argentina be accelerated. There is also a possibili- 
ty of exporting industrialized products. 


Prejudices Overcome 


The old prejudices held some decades ago by Argentine public opinion 
against exploitation contracts by private firms, either Argentine or 
foreign firms, have disappeared, as we can see from the bidding for 
risk contracts conducted in the last few years. The public bidding 
procedures have aroused no particular comments or complaints. 


Impact on International Policy 


Handled in this way, petroleum exploitation and export could become 
a formidable weapon in Argentina's international policy. The enor- 
mous impact of petroleum could facilitate Argentina's negotiations 
with the European Economic Community, improve our position on the 
Beagle Channel issue and on the recognition of Argentina's rights 
to the Falkland Islands, thus providing great protection for the 
major issues of our international policy. 


Final Comment 


In conclusion, we should realize that the effective and real 
possibility offered us by the intelligent use of this natural, non- 
renewable resource should not be a reason for us to continue squan- 
dering our government spending and to keep on with other economic 
follies, as we have done so often in the past, thus losing truly 
exceptional opportunities for our economic and social growth. We should also take 


care not to let our currency be overvalued, as this will endanger our industrial 
exports. 


7679 
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COUNTRY SECTION CHTLE 


HONDURAN FOREIGN MINISTER ARRIVES FOR VISIT 
PY202202 Santiago Chile Domestic Service in Spanish 1730 GMT 20 Aug 81 


[Text] The situation in Central America is worrisome, stated Honduran Secretary 

of State for Foreign Affairs Cesar Elvir Sierra upon his arrival to Santiago. The 
minister, who is touring South America, will stay in this capital until Saturday 

at the official invitation of the Chilean Government. The Honduran foreign minister 
was welcome at the Santiago International Airport by his colleague Rene Rojas 
Galdames and Honduran Ambassador Cesar Coello. 


Minister Sierra said that his visit is motivated by his government's desire to 
reinforce traditional longstanding ties between the two countries. He said that 
the crisis affecting Central America has had repercussions in his country. 


[Begin Sierra recording] It affects us both economically and socially: economically 
because Honduras shares the economic situation in the region, and socially because 

a large number of refugees have taken shelter in our territory, approximately 30,000 
refugees. [Words indistinct]. [End recording] 


The Honduran foreign minister is accompanied by Vice Economic Minister Ramon Medina 
Luna and Honduran Central Bank President (Proxilias Martinez). Minister Sierra 
declined to talk about what has become known as the Cubanization of Nicaragua on 

the grounds that his country respects the principle of nonintervention. As for the 
advance of Marxism in the region, the minister said that his country is going through 
a democratic process which will culminate in general elections this coming November. 


However, the Honduran foreign minister said that the situation in Central America 
is worrisome: [Begin Sierra recording] We are concerned over the political and 
social instability of the region. However, present circumstances (?favored by) 
the contribution of the international community raise hopes that the problem can 
be resolved. This contribution has materialized through the foreign ministers 
meeting. [End recording] 


CsO: 3010/1732 








COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


IMPROVED U.S.-CHINESE RELATIONS NOTED, SCORED 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 5 Jul 81 pp 12-13 
[Article by Elpidio Valdivia: "Chinese-U.S. Matrimonial Bedroom Antics"] 


[Text] In a press conference held by Secretary of State Alexander Haig at the con- 
clusion of a recent visit to China, the secretary said that the two countries had 
reached the culminating point in their political and military intimacy. 


The former NATO chief, now in the top spot in U.S. diplomacy, told the journalists 
that his conversations with the Chinese leaders were “exceptionally productive," 
"particularly significant" and "highly successful." 


At the same time, Beijing's official news agency wrote that "China wants relations 
with the United States to develop on the basis of mutual strategic interests" and 
added that Haig's visit indicated that "the two countries have identical viewpoints 
in the study of the world's strategic situation." 


The angle he stressed the most in the meetings which began on 14 June was the U.S. 
decision to deliver offensive weapons to the Asian country; such sales have hereto- 
fore been limited to trucks, radio equipment, the technological transfer of communi- 
cations systems and radar for civilian and military use. 


The same analysis was immediately given by two capitalist news agencies, the French 
AFP and the Spanish EFE. 


The former expressed the opinion that on 20 June the axis formed by Washington and 
China "was definitely sealed during Haig's recent visit to Beijing, an event which 
will change the geopolitical balance which prevailed heretofore in international 
relations." 


The Paris news agency added that this rapprochement is a political move largely en- 
gineered by Washington since Richard Nixon's administration and continued by the 
Gerald Ford, James Carter and Ronald Reagan administrations, its main objective 
being "to establish regional anti-Soviet alliances which will place Washington at a 
strategic advantage with regard to the Soviet Union." 


EFE, in turn, wrote on the same day that the present Beijing leaders did not yield 
to a demand for an area of 1 million square kilometers which belongs to the Soviet 
Union, and U.S. military aid could strengthen the Chinese arguments in retaining 
possession of that territory. 














"However," the Spanish agency pointed out, "an earlier event serves to show the ex- 
tent to which Washington-Beijing cooperation has advanced. 


"After a year had gone by," it says, "information 'filtered through’ to the press 
that two top secret electronic stations of U.S. construction are operating on Chinese 
territory to check the tests and movements of Soviet missiles. 


"As revealed by the NBC television network, the U.S. spy stations were installed near 
Soviet Central Asia soon after the shah of Iran was overthrown by a great popular 
movement; and the new Tehran leaders dismantled the powerful U.S. observation stations 
operating at the botder with the Soviet Union." 


In this connection, EFE observed: "What is characteristic is not that those electronic 
stations are being transferred from Iran to China but rather, arguing that there was 
not adequate means to keep an eye on the Soviets, the U.S. Senate did not ratify the 
SALT II Treaty limiting strategic arms." 


An old capitalist international radio station, London's BBC, speaking on this subject, 
pointed out that Beijing had insisted that the operation remain secert and that the 
operators be Chinese trained by the Yankees and using U.S. equipment. 


The commentary went on to say that without the electronic centers they are continuing 
to operate in that immense Asian country, the Americans would have no way of knowing 
the precision obtained in the launching of Soviet missiles or their initial trajectory. 


"This bit of news," the BBC said in its evening broadcast of 20 June, "is a strong 
indication of the extensive military cooperation existing between China and the 
United States which is much greater than previously imagined." 


The British broadcast concluded with the statement: "Moreover, the recent announce- 
ment that the United States is ready to sell arms to China gives their relations the 
complete appearance of a virtual alliance." 


Three days later, EFE reported that this American policy with regard to Asia was drawn 
up in collaboration with its NATO allies in Europe after "long and hard reflection" 

and that it consisted in blockading the Soviet Union through means of a "yellow 

belt" which, in addition to China, would include Japan, South Korea and Taiwan. 


Last Saturday, PRAVDA published an article entitled: "Escalation of Madness" in 
which, judging these events, it made the following observation: "It can be said 

that Haig began his mission in Beijing like a general dressed as a fellow countrymen. 
His interview with Defense Minister Geng Biao was devoted to the sale of arms as well 
as to an exchange of intelligence information." 


In warning about the consequences of such a union, the publication went on to say: 

"The Soviet Union will also take measures as dictated by the situation taking shape. 

No one should doubt that the Soviet people, who have good nerves and powerful means 

of repelling aggression, will stand up to such provocations and be capable of defending 
themselves and the interests of their friends and allies." 








Referring to this development, Leonid Zamyatin, head of the Department of International 
Information of the CPSU Central Committee, said in front of Soviet television cameras 
that "this situation is replete with the most serious consequences for the world in 
general, There is no doubt that it will be reflected in a general way in Soviet- 
American relations." 


Zamyatin concluded by saying: "It is amazing that two representatives of great powers-- 
the United States and China--devoted their conversations to the study of mutual 
strategic interests lined up against a third country, that is, the Soviet Union.... 

This is where Beijing's anti-Soviet policy led." 


Where did it lead? To the shameful protagonist of the antics which the Chinese-U.S. 
matriomony is immodestly staging before the eyes of humanity. 


The new mandarins have cast their fig leaf overboard. 


8568 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


FURTHER REPORTAGE ON MIT TRAINING EXERCISES 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 12 Jul 81 pp 34-39 
[Article by Mario Rodriguez] 


[Text] With the sun just rising above the horizon, future command cadres of the 
Territorial Militias [MIT], in perfect formation, are preparing to begin a new day's 
training program. 


There is joy on the faces of the militiamen and women who have come from different 
municipalities of the central provinces and are readying themselves to make a 
reality of the watchword which day after day holds our people together: "Production 
and defense." 


All of them are ready to learn what is necessary to convert the country, in the 
event of aggression, into a gigantic battlefield where there are no fronts or 
rearguards. 


Among the student body of this school, which is located in the territory of the 
Central Army, there is the male worker, firm and disciplined as ever; the male 
peasant, who said, "I'll be seeing you" to his cooperative; the female worker and 
the housewife, both ready to share the same trench with their sisters. 


There is a solemn commitment from each of these individuals: to be properly 
prepared for defense. 


As happens every day, the various study groups go to different areas. 

Some groups march to the nearby rifle range where they will receive their first 
lesson in military engineering, while other groups move toward their designated 
areas for marksmanship, tactics or scouting classes. 


There is enthusiasm and a desire to learn. 


In the marksmanship class, the subject selected for the day will deal with the 
mechanical aspects of infantry weapons, a basic part of the course. 








We observe how all the students attentively follow the expert hands of the instructor, 
who, after the skillful disassembly of each of the component parts of the automatic 
rifle or the machine gun, gives its name and explains its function. 

"If you watch closely," one of the militiamen comments during a break, "it is not so 
difficult, although what I have to learn is to shoot well as soon as possible." 


"Do not be in such a hurry, Emilio," one of his comrades replies. "You will have 
plenty of time to fire accurately at the bullseye." 


At the end of the theoretical part of the instruction, each of the students repeats 
several times what he learned under the supervision of the instructor, who immedi- 
ately corrects any mistakes noted. 


Reynaldo Veitia: 'Present!' 


On the rifle range where the military engineering class is being held, the militiamen 
sharpen their skills in the digging of a rifleman's foxhole. 


For some, who until a short time ago were on active service in the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces [FAR], the task is not difficult; for others, this kind of training 
requires additional effort. 


Among the militiamen armed with picks and shovels we find Reynaldo Veitia Serraldo. 


In spite of his 58 years, Reynaldo handles the pick with the same skill as when he 
was still a young man or with the same facility as when he was chasing bandits in 
the rugged areas of El Escambray, during the cleanup. 


For him, a veteran of the sugar industry, a delegate of the People's Government in 
District 19 of the municipality of Cruces, an activist of our party, the new task 
imposed upon him requires total dedication and enthusiasn. 


"That is why I said 'present!'" he exclaimed, "as I did to every revolutionary task 
which required my presence. 


"The participation of ail our people in the MTT is a real response to the threats 
of imperialism and one more proof of our people's capacity to rise as one man in 
defense of our socialist fatherland." 


"Are you getting anything out of this training?" 


"I sure am. The knowledge and skills we receive every day will be of great use in 
our future work as leaders of small units. For this reason we have to make the 
best use of our time to assimilate the greatest amount of information. 


"We are responsible for training hundreds of men and women so that they will be able 
to face up to any situation which may arise in combat. Therefore, our permanent 
watchword should be to prepare ourselves as best we can, with awareness of our role 
in the country's defensive system." 











In nis words, we detected the firmness of a person who is accustomed to converting 
his thoughts into reality. 


"We are stronger,” he added, "not only because of the justness of our cause but also 
because of our firm will to overcome any enemy who interferes with our plans to 
construct a better future." 


"This, then, is just one more task of the many you have?" 


"That is right. This task requires more discipline in the scheduling of available 
time. I will now have to distribute my tasks very well to be able to do my job at 
the trade union office, with the voters in the district I represent and with the 
rest of the combatants in my unit of Territorial Troops who are waiting for me to 
pass aloig what I have learned. 


"But do not worry. I will find a way to handle all my tasks. You have Reynaldo 
here for a time." 


The Squad in Action 


In the area where the classes intactics are held, the militiawomen are now preparing 
to demonstrate their skills in this specialty. 


The subject scheduled on the training program involves the activities of an infantry 
squad on the offensive. 


The officer gives a brief introduction. 


"The offensive," she says, "is a kind of combat action which permits the definitive 
annihilation of the enemy and is characterized principally by aggressiveness, 
decisiveness and initiative, which are required of troops on the offensive. 


"The principal mission in offensive combat is the defeat of the enemy attacking us; 
and this can only be achieved if we are prepared to do what is necessary at all 
times, keeping all forces at the ready, deploying them quickly over the terrain and 
aggressively penetrating the enemy's defense." 


After this introduction, the instructor goes on to explain how the squad should 
operate as a unit and the duties of each of the militiawomen of which it is made 
up. After that, the basics of tactics are explained. 


Once the fundamental aspects are explained, through personal demonstration and the 
use of several students, the instructor gives the order for the squad to move to 
the starting line. 


When the order “attack" is given the squad begins to advance quickly until it 

reaches the vicinity of the "enemy's defense." As taught, the combatants move their 
automatic rifles quickly to their left hands, without stopping the advance, as they 
launch grenades against the trenches; with a leap and a cry of "fatherland or death!" 
they break through the foward line. 


1° 











"This time things did not go too badly,” the ofticer couments, “althouph we wus 
continue practicing the procedures until we have complete mastery of them. Now we 
will take a short break." 


There is unanimous disapproval. "Sir," they all cal] out in unison, "why don't we 
run through it again right now?" 


The instructor smiles, while sending the squad back to the starting line. 
There Are Many Like These Militiawomen 


Magaly Garcia Martinez and Ofelia Valdes Viera are two young women filled with 
enthusiasm; for them there is not the slightest obstacle to their mission of 
accomplishment. 


When they were told about the need for their taking the course for command cadres of 
the Territorial Militia Troops, they asked only one short and sweet question: "When 
do we leave?" 


From the beginning, both Ofelia and Magaly were firm in their intent to start the 
course, as they say, "with our sleeves rolled up." 


Gradually, they learned the secrets of the training until they were able to execute 
the most complex procedures promptly, precisely and easily. 


As always, there is no lack of stories. 


"The first time I had an antitank grenade in my hands, I thought it would be very 
difficult to throw the device. Later, as I became more familiar with the grenade, 


I was more sure of myself." 
"Ts it still difficult for you?" 


Magaly broke out in a spontaneous and youthful smile and added: "The only problem 
I have, if it can be called that, is pulling the pin and throwing the grenade with 
all my strength toward the target." 


Magaly says that she is very satisfied and pleased with the quality of instruction, 
the dedication and responsibility of the officers, with the camaraderie which prevails 


throughout the unit. 


"What do we have to study?" she adds. "That is the reason we are here. To study 
and prepare ourselves for the defense of the fatherland. To make a reality of the 
statements of our commander in chief who said that every Cuban must be ready to 
defend every square meter of the fatherland." 


Young communist Magaly Garcia is unwilling to yield the floor to her comrade 


without first having made it clear that the mission entrusted to them will be 
accomplished in every respect. 
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"I think Magaly has forgotten something important we should say at this time," 
Ofelia says and adds: "We women are also ready to perform the combat duties 
assigned to us by the revolution. Along with our fathers, brothers and husbands, 
we will know how to make the enemy pay dearly for any aggression." 


Ofelia tells us that she is very anxious tocomplete the course so that she can 
immediately pass on her experiences. 


"That is our principal mission," she emphasizes, "therefore, we must take advantage 
of what we have learned as much as possible." 


"And what about emulation? How is that coming along?” 

"Emulation has been a decisive element in our achievements. 

"In our rank and file committee, for example, analysis of commitments made is a 
mandatory topic on the agenda. Thanks to the good organization and control of 
socialist emulation, the course is being conducted in the midst of a fraternal 
struggle to obtain the best results. 

"I feel that as in the previous course we women also have a good role." 

Afternoon is already upon us as we go through the gate which leads to the training 
center. For us it has been a day without equal which has served, inter alia, to 


reaffirm once again the firm decisiveness of our brave and experienced people to 
die rather than become slaves. 


8143 
CSO: 3010/1649 


12 











COUNTRY SECTION 


ZAYAS OCHOA DESCRIBES PROGRESS IN LAS TUNAS 


Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 12 Jul 81 pp 54-57 





[Interview with Luis Alfonso Zayas Ochoa, member of the Central Committee and Las 
Tunas Party first secretary, by Ruben Fonseca] 


[Text] The entire populace of Cuba is preparing to celebrate with dignity the 28th 
anniversary of the attack on the Moncada Barracks; however, there is one region of 
the country in which special effort is being put into the preparations: Las Tunas 
Province, which is praiseworthy because of its efficient work as the site of the 
principal commemorative ceremonies of the important anniversary. Comrade Luis 
Alfonso Zayas Ochoa, member of the Central Committee and Las Tunas Province party 
first secretary, was kind enough to answer a few questions asked by VERDE OLIVO 
about this subject. 


[Question] How have the workers and people of Las Tunas received the results of 
the second party congress, and how is their readiness to meet their commitments 
being implemented? 


[Answer] The workers and people of Las Tunas accepted with the enthusiasm proper 
to all Cubans che Central Report prepared by Fidel and the various agreements of 
the secot.d congress, including the 5-year plan. 


During the 5-year plan, heavy investments will be made in the industrial and social 
sectors. Enough information have been given out so that our people know what 
factories will be built in the 5-year period, as well as the housing program which 
is to be carried out. 


This stage which has been in existence since the second congress coincides with a 
period during which enthusiasm is overflowing in all the people. We have complied 
with the wishes of our commander in chief, Fidel, that we of Las Tunas celebrate 
the principal ceremony of the 26 July anniversary; this motivation and discussion 
of the objectives and goalsinhonor of such a significant anniversary make it 
possible to give the maximum impetus to carrying out all plans, which logically 
are part of his 5-year plan. 


In the divulging of the agreements of the second party congress, an important role 
is being played by the mass organizations and the UJC [Union of Young Communists] 
in discussions of the Central Report of the second congress which covers 
deficiencies, achievements and tasks to be undertaken at this time. 
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[Question] Las Tunas has fought hard to be this year's site of the central ceremony 
of the 26 July enniversary. How has this work of the masses been linked with the 
general objectives set for the province? 


|Answer] On 14 June 1981, when Fidel inaugurated the health complex, he said: 
"With such enthusiasm for work on the part of the people of Las Tunas, with their 
efforts and efficiency, I should like to see them win the right to commemorate a 
26 July anniversary in Las Tunas." This was a clarion call to the revolutionary 
conscience of every man and woman in our province. 


The mess organizations, the UJC and students and Pioneers, under direction, 
immediately drew up a list of tasks within the framework of their work objectives. 
These plans were discussed with every worker, Cuban Women's Federation [FMC ] 
member, CDR [Committee for the Defense of the Revolution] member, peasant, student 
and Pioneer. A watchword found a voice in every member of our society: "We will 
win the 26 July competition." From then on, we have been attaining work results as 
never before, in the sugar harvest, services, etc. Organizations at all levels are 
doing their work more efficiently. 


The movement of the masses in the province is noteworthy. 


Up to January all organizations worked with enthusiasm to complete their work plans; 
however, an initiative was produced in the municipality of Majibacoa to prepare work 
plans in emulative stages. Those emulative stages were made to coincide with the 
various historical dates preceding 26 July, such as 24 February, 13 March, 19 April, 
1 May and 14 June. 


The purpose of the mass organizations in the municipality of Majibacoa was to 
complete as many of the year's tasks as possible to help Las Tunas win the right 
to be the site of the central ceremony of the 26 July anniversary celebration and 
for themselves--the municipality--the right to sponsor the provincial ceremony. 


Fromthat moment on, every municipality took up this idea with enthusiasm, and 
fraternal emulation was generalized among all the municipalities to determine the 


sponsorship of the provincial ceremony of the 26 July celebration. 


With the enthusiasm generated by integral emulation, every municipality advanced, 
accomplished and exceeded its tasks. The difficulty for the party leadership will 
be to decide which will host the provincial ceremony, because all have done very 
good work in carrying out the plans and objectives set for them. (As this edition 
was going to press, it was learned that the municipality of Majibacoa won the honor 
of celebrating the 26 July anniversary in the province.) 


The Work of the Party 
[Question] The efficiency of the party's work depend to an appreciable degree upon 
the completion of the plans set for the development of the province. What objec- 


tives were set for improving party work, increasing its prestige and authority and 
carrying out more profound activities in the political education of the masses? 
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[Answer] In its continuing and unceasing work, the provincial party has been 
improving its methods and work style by giving preferential attention to its inter- 
mediate leadership organizations and to its rank and file organizations, without 
failing to give the necessary attention to the UJC and the mass organizations. 
Similarly, with the state and administrative apparatus, we are following an identical 
policy, adjusted to the ways and means the party must observe in their attainment. 


In this regard, we are applying the guidelines, agreements and resolutions and are 
using all the established mechanisms, which promote a rapprochement of the provin- 
cial organization with the rank and file. 


Regular attention to the municipal party committees by the province and by the 
committees to their rank and file organizaions are objectives of the first order. 


With regard to this objective, priority is given to continued improvement in the 
attention given to our rank and file organizations, as they embody all the political 
and ideological work the party must engage in to increase its influence among the 
masses. 


A link with the masses has been the perennial objective of the party at all levels; 
this has been a decisive factor !n its political and ideological education work. To 
continue the strengthening process, this necessary link will be very decisive in 
elevating the prestige and authority of our party to increasingly higher levels. 


[Question] Some important investments have been virtually concluded which mark the 
beginning of the industrial development process of Las Tunas. What do the communists 
propose for the carrying out of the agreements of the second congress in this regard? 


[Answer] The industrial development of the province is characterized fundamentally 
by the production of sugar and its derivatives and a large investment plan for the 
present 5-year period, centered on the construction of two new sugar mills and the 
completion and consolidation of several projects derived from this industry, such 
as the manufacture of panel boards [tableros] and the production of torula. 


Also during this 5-year period, production should be stepped up in the glass 
container and metal structures plant, which will bring about a significant increase 
in industrial production. There will also be increases in the production of salt 
through expansion of the existing salt plant and another new plant. We are also 
building other industries, and several in existence are being expanded. Special 
attention will be given to the production of spare parts and to the investment 
process in general. 


That, basically, is a summary of tue industrial objectives approved by the Party 
Second Congress into which the provincial communists must pour all their energies, 
without stinting on their efforts to attain these objectives. 


Among the fundamental tasks we are undertaking are: 

--To strengthen even more the relations of the communists with the working masses 
responsible for carrying out these tasks. 

--To fortify even more the workers’ movement. 

--To achieve substantial improvements in economic efficiency through the maximum 
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use of material and human resources and attainment of high rates of productivity in 
work, to which ends it is necessary to intensify the economic education of the 
workers so that they will master the concepts and mechanisms which are part of the 
SDPE [Economic Management and Planning System]. 


In accordance with the economic and social guidelines for the 1981-1985 5-year 
period, the investment process of the province will be handled by the various 
organizations of the party, which provides the support required by the different 
objectives, as well as control and surveillance over things that can possibly impact 
on the results of this process. 


Life in the Province 


[Question] How is the participation of the masses channeled to raise the levels of 
efficiency in the remaining sectors of the economic, social and cultural life of 
the province? 


[Answer] The participation of the masses in the economic life of the province is 
manifested basically in the efforts exerted to ensure that the masses participate 
increasingly inthe direction of enterprises, which will be achieved through their 
active participation in discussion of production plans and in production and 
services assemblies. This has permitted the discovery of reserves of productivity, 
solutions to the problems occurring in the production process, through innovations 
and an increase in rationalization and savings of countless resources. 


Another thing which has made it possible to save large amounts of raw materiais and 
to resolve bottlenecks present in the industry for lack of packaging materials has 
been the zeal of the CEDE masses. 


Also, in the different campaigns in which the CEDE masses participate, such as 
public health, cleanup and beautification, sports tasks and through the aficionados 
movement, the participation of the masses is accomplished in the social and cultural 
sectors. 


This broad movement is supported by the efforts of the party and government in 
every municipality to attain the cultural mode in a short time. 


The Sugar Harvest 


- \estion] It is known that the province made a great leap forward during the last 
sugar hervest. What will the party do to ensure that Las Tunas contributes to 
attaining the 30-percent increase in production during the current 5-year plan, as 
agreed by the second congress? What steps will be taken to increase industrial 
efficiency, sugarcane yield and improvement of the living and working conditions 
of the laborers in that sector? 


[Answer] By 1985, we project a 62-percent increase in sugar production compared 
to the 1979-1980 sugar harvest. 


To attain this objective, the party will exercise strict control over priority 
investments and over all the work done in that important sector of the economy. 
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The party will work to clarify for all activists in that sector the general 
guidelines established by the second congress; it will continue to give priority to 
growth and understanding and will help promote the more active and conscientious 
participation of all workers and leadership cadres in the preparation, execution 
and control of the plan, with fundamental emphasis on increasing available produc- 
tive capacities and resources. Also, everyone is expected to know to perfection 
the role he is to play; and incentives will be provided to surpass standards. 


The strengthening of the work of the cells and committees of the party, of the trade 
union movement and of the UJC in the sugar sector and industry, along with organ- 
izational measures, development of sugar ccoperatives, the quality of production 
assemblies and the cultural and technical elevation of the workers, as well as the 
harnessing of new qualified forces, also have to be priority tasks which the party 
will undertake in this 5-year period. 


To increase industrial efficiency, a number of investments will be made, including: 
repositioning of boilers, centrifuges, modifying of the power system, constructing 
of "cuadruples," installing of mills and constructing and relocating collection 
centers. These things, combined with better qualifications and improvement in 
technological discipline, will permit better operations which will result in larger 
harvests, greater yield, fewer losses in general and reduced oil consumption. 


What is more, we carry out the sowing plans, reduce losses and increase the density 
of the sugarcane field through changes in cane-growing technology as ragards plant- 
ing in plots, deep planting and sophisticated agrotechnical methods, improve 
quality and quantity and apply better fertilizers. All of these things, along with 
greater efficiency in irrigation and drainage and the introduction of new varieties 
will permit a substantial increase in agricultural yields. 


Along with all this integral change and in the center of our fundamental activity, 
greater attention will be given to man, his living and working conditions. This 
includes the construction of houses, social buildings, strict adherence to safety 
and health plans, renovation of sugar refinery machinery, construction of comfort- 
able lodgings, better and more varied food, improvement of footware and clothing and 
an increase in the possibilities of buying personal and family consumer goods and 
domestic consumption crops. 


8143 
CSO; 3010/1649 
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COUNTRY SECTION ECUADOR 


FISHING BOAT ATTACKED, INVESTIGATION UNDERWAY 
PA190408 Quito Cadena Ecuador Radio in Spanish 2300 GMT 18 Aug 81 


[Text] A few minutes ago, Dr Ernesto Alban Gomez, head of the National Public 
Information Secretariat, disseminated the following official report received from 
Guayaquil: 


At about 1045 on Monday, 17 August, the Ecuadorean fishing boat (?Ivette) was inter- 
cepted 10 miles west of the town of San Gregorio, on Payana Island, by an outboard 
motor boat manned by five individuals armed with a combat rifle and a machinegun. 
The crew of this second boat tried to attack the ("Ivette"). They clearly intended 
to steal its catch. 


In the course of this act of piracy, there were several bursts of machinegun fire. 
Six bullets hit the [word indistinct] and the hull of the ("Ivette"). One bullet 
also hit coastal Capt Alberto Concepcion (Salensalen) in the head, killing him 
instantly. 


The Coast Guard has intensified its patrol to find the attackers. An investigation 
is already underway to discover the origiu of this boat, which has been described 
as a gray wooden boat with a black outboard motor. The boat was about 5 meters long. 


The crew of this boat ordered the crew of the Ecuadorean fishing boat ("Ivette") 

to gather at the stern and to tell their captain to come out, with the clear intent 
of boarding the Ecuadorean boat. This was avoided by chance, due to some mechanical 
failure in the motor of the attacking boat. 


The Guayaquil harbor master's office has begun investigating this incident and is 
taking care of all pertinent legal matters. That office has notified the respective 
naval authorities. 


CSO: 3010/1738 
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COUNTRY SECTION ECUADOR 


1982 BUDGET DISCUSSED AT CABINET MEETING 
PA201317 Quito Voz de Los Andes in Spanish 1730 GMT 18 Aug 81 
[Report by Raul Zambrano] 


[Excerpts] To report on the ordinary session of the cabinet, held yesterday after- 
noon and evening for 3 hours, National Secretary of Information Ernesto Alban Gomez 
held a press conference at noon today. 


Yesterday's afternoon's cabinet meeting was presided over by the president and was 
attended by the vice president, all 11 ministers currently in the country and the 
acting natural resources and energy minister. 


It has been learned unofficially that the 1982 budget will be around 62 billion 
sucres. This information will be confirmed within the next few hours by the finance 
and credit minister. 


Regarding the issues discussed in yesterday's cabinet meeting, the national 
secretary of information disclosed the following: 


[Begin Alban Gomez recording] The finance minister said at the meeting that the 
1982 budget has been drafted on the basis of a realistic estimate of real figures 
and not of ideal figures that cannot be met in practice. This is its essential 
virtue. The ministers then made specific proposals dealing with their ministries, 
pointing out their goals and essential needs. 


In this regard, the president pointed out that the fundamental problem in the 

budget area is that the fiscal situation is generally static. No decisive improve- 
ment is in sight right now, mostly because of the international trade situation. 

The solutions that can be adopted are neither easy nor simple; they are very 

complex and have intrinsic costs. The problem of the budget is to find a balance 
between reduction in public expenditures and investment in essential public projects. 
[End recording] 


cso: 3010/1738 
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COUNTRY SECTION ECUADOR 


BRIEFS 
PRESIDENT TO VISIT COLOMBIA, VENEZUELA, BRAZIL--President Oswaldo Hurtado has agreed 
to visit Colombia, Venezuela and Brazil in October in response to official invita- 


tions from the presidents of those three countries, reliable sources have reported. 
[Text] [PA171414 Quito Voz de Los Andes in Spanish 1230 GMT 17 Aug 81] 


CsO: 3010/1738 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


STUDY SHOWS SHINING PATH ORIGIN, DEVELOPMENT 
Lima EQUIS X in Spanish 15 Jul 81 pp 38-40 


[Text] Historian and sociologist Piedad Pareja Pflucker has just 
published an extremely interesting book entitled "Terrorismo y 
Sindicalismo en Ayacucho (1980)" [Terrorism and Unions in Ayacucho 
(1980)]. We have excerpted a chapter on the rise of the Shining 
Path terrorist organization. One must know the enemy to be able 
to fight it. 


From 1928 to 1960 the Peruvian Communist Party was the only Marxist leftist political 
organization and was characterized by persecution, the struggle against the APRA 
[American Popular Revolutionary Alliance] and the monopolitical character of the 
communist movement. In the 1960's, party unity disintegrated as a result of ex- 
ternal events, such as the "destabilizationism" of the 20th Congress of the Soviet 
Communist Party, the Cuban Revolution and the Sino-Soviet conflict, and internal 
events, such as lack of support from the masses and the accusation of collaboration 
with the conservative Prado regime and a Peruvian Aprista Party which controlled 
large numbers of people and preserved, unaltered, its antiimperialist and anti- 
olgarchic prestige ("The Jungle of the Peruvian Left," CARETAS, 22 June - 6 July 
1972). From 1961 to 1975 the left broke up into 20 political organizations. 


The Peruvian Marxist Parties: 

PCP--U Peruvian Communist Party--Unidad faction 
PCP--BR Peruvian Communist Party--Red Flag 
PCP--ML Peruvian Communist Party--Marxist-Leninist 
PCP--SL Peruvian Communist Party--Shining Path 


PCP--ER Peruvian Communist Party--Red Star 


FLN National Liberation Front 
VR Revolutionary Vanguard 
VR--PM Revolutionary Vanguard--Political Military 
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POMR Marxist Revolutionary Workers Party 


LC Communist League 
PSI Internationalist Socialist Party 
PCR Revolutionary Communist Party 


_ MIR--CE Movement of the Revolutionary Left--Fourth Phase 
MIR--TR Movement of the Revolutionary Left--Reconstruction faction 
CMOP Marxist Proletarian Opposition Club 


FIR--OCR Revolutionary Left Front--Worker Soldier Revolutionary 


PST Workers Socialist Party 
ELN National Liberation Army 
POR-T Trotskyite Revolutionary Labor Party 


The 20 organizations share the basic positions of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Mariategui, 
but they diverge in choosing those of Trotsky, Stalin, Mao, Khrushchev, Brezhnev and 
Che Guevara. There are considered to be four basic trunks from which the other 
organizations have grown: the Peruvian Communist Party (PCP), Revolutionary Vanguard 
(VR), Movement of the Revolutionary Left (MIR) and Revolutionary Left Front (FIR). 


Meanwhile, Shining Path has its origin in the detachment of a faction from the PCP- 
BR. We are interested in reproducing here an outline of its genealogy. 


Origins of "Shining Path" 


The split in the PCP came about in 1964 at its Fourth National Conference, reflecting 
the split in the international communist movement between the USSR and China--headed, 
respectively, by the legalist and the insurrectional factions. In Peru these became 
polarized, with Jorge Del Prado, Raul Acosta and Barrios maintaining the Soviet line 
of "peaceful transition to socialism" and Saturnino Paredes, Macedo, Sotomayor and 
Abimael Guzman assuming the Maoist line of “prolonged people's war" to take power. 


The result of this schism was the appearance of UNIDAD, a pro-Soviet paper, and 
BANDERA ROJA, which was pro-Chinese (Shining Path: A Phantom Reality, OIGA, 

1 December 1980). The later divisions came in the PCP-BR, the faction identified 
with the Chinese Communist Party. Thus, after the Fifth National Conference of the 
PCP-BR in November 1965, a group of intellectuals in the National Directorate who 
were responsible for organization, agitation and propaganda, began to quarrel among 
themselves: according to Saturnino Paredes's accusations, they promoted the trend 
toward occultism and clandestinity and the native version of the survival of Liu 
Shao-chi. After the Sixth National Conference in Jamuary 1969, the PCP-BR found it- 
self facing an internal struggle between the National Executive Bureau of the 
Peruvian Young Communists and those in charge of organization, agitation and propa- 
ganda allied with the Jose Carlos Mariateguvi Regional Committee of Ayacucho (Paredes, 
Saturnino: "On Revolutionary Practice and the Internal Struggle," 1970). 
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The Second Plenum of the PCP Central Committee took place at the end of February 
1970, with Abimael Guzman presiding. The first point of the statement issued by that 
plenum charged that: 


The counterrevolutionary process has generated within our own party the appearance 

of a liquidationist line which seeks to destroy the great party founded by Mariategui, 
to do great and meritorious service to the enemies of the people and thus to hinder 
the national democratic revolution in our country. (Statement of Second Plenum of 
the PCP Central Committee, February 1980). 


The allusion to liquidationism is the political and organizational line of Saturnino 
Paredes, secretary general of the PCP-BR. Five months later the Second Plenum of the 
PCP Central Committee, elected at the Sixth National Conference, wa: held--in contra- 
vention of the aforementioned plenum--under the leadership of Saturaino Paredes. 

This plenum issued the following resolutions: 


1. To approve, with the appropriate additions, the political report »resentea by the 
secretary general of the party entitled, "On Revolutionary Practice ana the Internal 
Struggle," a document which must be widely distributed for study and application. 


2. To condemn the opportunist, liquidationist line of the "left," as well as the 
maverick meeting held last February (1970)--falsely called the "Second Plenum"--by 
four members of the Central Committee behind the backs of the absolute majority of 
the Central Committee members elected at the Sixth National Conference and, in 
addition, without the knowledge of the intermediate and rank and file organizations. 


3. To expel from the party rank and file those representatives of the opportunist, 
liquidationist line of the "left," Alvaro and Sergio and their followers..., whose 
names are, respectively, Abimael Guzman R. and Ramon Garcia, for betrayal of the 
proletarian line and desertion from the rank and file of the party. (Resolutions 
of the Second Plenum of the PCP Central Committee, July 1970). 


In his political report Paredes raised a series of charges against the dissidents. 
Under the subtitle "What are the methods of the liquidationist opportunists of the 
"left?" he accused them of subjectivity and superficiality in analyzing the national 
situation, sectarianism within and outside the party, occultism and secretiveness, 
bureaucratic style and methods, isolation of the masses and petty bourgeois academism. 


"The Shining Path of Mariategui" 


The new PCP adopted the slogan "By the Shining Path of Mariategui," from which it 
took its name, "Shining Path." In the 1970's the Peruvian left had become fragmented 
over the question of revolutionary violence into two factions: one legalist and the 
other insurrectional. In the 1960's "almost all the organizations of the revolutionary 
left (PM) headed by Torres Sanchez, and the MIR, led by Esparraga" ("Armed Action 

and the Left," MARKA, 23 October 1980) [apparent omission in original text]. In 
practice. Shining Path, like the rest of the left, put armed struggle to one side. 

The theoretical justification was that "the revolution does not yet have the necessary 
conditions for maturity" (Statement of the Second Plenum of the PCP Central Com- 
mittee). From 1970 to 1975, Shining Path took on the tasks of studying and spreading 
the thought of Jose Carlos Mariategui and analyzing national and world problems. 
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To do this it operated from the Center for Popular Information, which published 

VOZ POPULAR-~four issues appeared between 1971 and 1976--, the Mariategui Center for 

Intellectual Work, the Revolutionary Student Front (FER)--Metropolitan Committee, the 
Student Unions at the National Engineering University, San Cristobal National Univer- 
sity at Huamanga and the Jose Carlos Mariategui People's Universities. 


A series of documents was published in VOX POPULAR in which Shining Path discussed 

the nature of the military government, which it termed fascist and the promoter of 

a corporate state, and its basic reforms: agrarian, industrial and educational. 

These were: "On the Agrarian Problem" (1969), "Bases of Study, Debate and Orientation 
on the General Industry Law" (1970), "The Politicai Situation" (1972) and "On Educa- 
tion and the New General Education Law 19326 (1972). As part of the celebration for 
Jose Carlos Mariategui's 80th birthday, the Mariategui Center for Intellectual Work 

in Lima held its First Seminar on the Thought of Mariategui from 2 to 14 June, on 
themes concerning the organization and struggle of the masses. 


In 1975 the crisis of the international capitalist system was felt in Peru. The 
popular uprising on 5 February was an indication of the degree of unrest among certain 
sectors of the capital's population. The deterioration of the military regime 
facilitated, a few months later, the replacement of the president, Peruvian Army 

Gen Juan Velasco Alvarado, by Peruvian Army Gen Francisco Morales Bermudez and the 
beginning of the "second phase." This last meant dismantling the reforms implemented 
during the Velasco phase and the adoption of "national security" measures (suspension 
of guarantees, curfew, emergency laws, etc.). 


Toward the "People's War" 


In the face of this situation, Shining Path watched "a powerful popular surge like 
the one at the beginning of the 1960's which resulted in the outbreak of the people's 
war under the direction of Mariategui's Communist Party" (FER--Metropolitan Committee, 
5 February 1976). 


Events such as those of 5 February can be repeated. As revolutionaries we must be 
prepared to be able to channel properly the fighting spirit of the masses, applying 
the proletarian tactic of uniting the people aganst the regime and its servants, so. 
that revolution may win, serving the strategy of the National Democratic Revolution. 
(Idem). 


External events also had their effect on the political decisions of Shining Path. 
The crisis of October 1976, set off by the change of government in the People's 
Republic of China, meant, on the personalities level, the replacement of Mao Zedong 
by Hua Guofeng, and in revolutionary practice, the implementation of Deng Xiaoping's 
program, a Sino-American alliance and repression of the political opposition headed 
by the "Gang of Four." 


Shining Path took up the defense of Mao and the "Gang of Four" and the criticism of 
the new leadership, which defended the restoration of capitalism. Thus, at the 
beginning of 1977, when the Peruvian military government in a time of extreme po- 
litical and economic crisis announced its decision to transfer power to a civilian 
government through elections, Shining Path reaffirmed the validity and timeliness 
of the Maoist theses: 
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Thus there is only one way left: to change the world, to transform it; but the world 
will not be changed from above: only the masses headed by the working class and its 
party are capable of doing this. And in a country like ours, the first step is to 
aim at constructing a state of new democracy, for which we must "convert the backward 
rural areas into advanced and solid bases of revolutionary support" from which we 
can march on the cities. This was the way indicated by Mariacegui, and we must fight 
to put into practice on his behalf the struggles being developed daily by the masses. 
(Popular Women's Movement: Glory to the Mothers of the People, May 1977; leaflet). 


Beginning in 1977, Shining Path intensified its work in university and peasant sec- 
tors, particularly in Ayacucho, 


8735 
CSO: 3010/1640 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


BISHOP BAMBAREN, CHURCH HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENSE RECORD ANALYZED 
Lima CARETAS in Spanish 13 Jul 81 pp 16-19, 66-67 


[Text] At approximately 0400 hours on the morning of 26 May, about 25 Civil Guard 
agents surrounded a house in the barrio of Accota on the outskirts of Sicuani, Cuzco. 


Hearing a noise, the owner, Quintin Bustamante, 74, and his wife, Catalina, went out 
to investigate and were arrested. Then a captain, a lieutenant and half a dozen 
guards entered the house. 


According to the prisoners, Zacarias and Francisco Bustamante, 15 and 23 years of age, 
sons of Quintin, and Edmundo Daniel Cox Beuzeville, a 26-year-old student from Lima, 
were handcuffed, hands behind their backs, while they were still asleep. 


The two men were then blindfolded with a shirt and a poncho and they were placed face 
down on the floor. 


"Before they blindfolded me I was aibe to recognize Civil Guard Capt Oscar Ponce de 
Leon," Cox told CARETAS. Afterward they were beaten with sticks, punched and kicked, 
according to their story, "and all the while they were being strongly urged to admit 
they were guilty of the charges mentioned by the GC [Civil Guard]. 


Following this, after taking the two elderly people and the adolescent from the house, 
two of the guards fell upon Cox, and someone "pulled his arms up and back, pulling 

on the handcuffs." "Talk, confess!" they shouted at him. Finally, Cox felt a tearing 
sensation in his left shoulder, then a crack in his arm, and he lost consciousness 
temporarily. 


The group was then taken to the Fourth Police Headquarters in Sicuani, where Cox and 
Bustamante were hung from the bars of their cell for 24 hours--Francisco Bustamante 
suspended with his arms behind him--while Captain Ponce proceeded with the interro- 
gation. They were taken down when Cox lost consciousness again and "they thought 

he had died." Meanwhile the police had arrested a neighbor of the Bustamantes, 
Victor Mamani Canahuri. 


Beuzeville Intercedes 
On 4 June, Msgr Augusto Beuzeville, auxiliary bishop of Lima, went to the Interior 


Ministry to request an explanation of Cox's situation, Cox being his nephew. On 
6 June Minister de la Jara ordered an investigation, and GC Inspector General Norberto 
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Alzamora went to Sicuani and later turned in a 215-page report. On 7 June Monsignor 
Beuzeville appeared again to request adequate attention for his nephew, since he had 
learned that the young man had a fractured shoulder. The Sicuani GC does not deny 
any of the events, and Interior believes that the raid met resistance and that Cox, 
who is over 1.8 meters tall, got the worst of it. 


The police agency eventually turned over to the judge instructor at Sicuani 83 bundles 
of dynamite, 53 meters of fuse and 8 detonators, which they claimed to have found 

in the homes raided. Also-dramatic detail--a red flag with the hammer and sickle 
emblem. They accuse Cox, who claims to have been living in Sicuani as an agrarian 
economist financed by a grant from the University of Mexico to write a thesis on 
peasant development, of participating in the blowing up of the Old and New Bridges 

in Sicuani and in other attacks which have disturbed the area. A source in Lima says 
he is close to the ranks of Patria Roja at San Marcos, but Interior indicates only 
that Mamani claimed to be a member of Shining Path. 


Certainly Cox has traveled a veritable via crucis since his arrest. First he was 
presented at a press conference in Sicuani wearing a poncho (to cover the injured 
shoulder), along with the other three accused: Mamani, Francisco Bustamante and 
Pastor Chavez. Then they were transferred to Cuzco, where the four were kept pain- 
fully handcuffed even while eating, sleeping and taking care of their personal needs. 
On 1 June they were returned to Sicuani. There a physician, Julio Castillo Herencia 
of the Regional Hospital, diagnosed the fracture, within the last 10 days, of Cox's 
left humerus. 


Minister Intercedes 


In Lima, meanwhile, the Interior Ministry began negotiations for Cox's transfer to 
Lima, and de la Jara spoke with the president of the Supreme Court so that the matter 
might be settled before the Sicuani prosecutor, who is reluctant because an explosion 
was recently set off in his own offices. 


The national attorney general, Gonzalo Ortiz de Zevallos, has also intervened, but 
Cox was recently--on 3 July--transferred to 2 de Mayo Hospital in Lima. At the end 
of last week, Dr Alvaro Porturas Plaza, chief of traumatology at 2 de Mayo, confirmed 
the story told by the authorities: he himself, it happens, had been treating Cox for 
an old bone ailment dating from his school days and which was’ still giving him 
trouble. Because of the time which had elapsed, Porturas, heading a team of doctors, 
contradicted a previous diagnosis which indicated that the broken bone should be set, 
and he recommended only rest and heat therapy. He confirmed, however, that the 
injury was caused by an outside agent. 


Successful Attack 


At that time, however, the most successful attack by Shining Path had already taken 
place. On 5 July, newspapers published a communique from the Bishops" Social Action 
Committee denouncing Cox's "mistreatment" and demanding that "the physical and 

moral safety of persons under arrest be guaranteed.” It was signed by none other 
than Msgr Luis Bambaren, president of the CEAS [Bishops Social Action Committee] and 
bishop of Chimbote. Suddenly several members of the populist government saw red in 
the cassock. Francisco Belaunde, president of the Chamber of Deputies, said that he 
was "surprised that (Bambaren) would come out on the side of people who are self- 
proclaimed atheists...while in the past he did not defend Catholic citizens who were 
persecuted for their ideals." 
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And not to be outdone, Senator Oscar Trelles made some chilling allusions: "that 
Monsignor Bambaren first visits the museum of the Inquisition and then speaks of 
torture." And "for 12 years we saw how one of Christ's prelates showed his concern 
by favoring the excesses of the dictatorship." Where was Bambaren on 5 February 
1975, and why did he not say anything at that time? the president of the upper 
chamber wonders. 


In a democratic regime these allusions are not only unfortunate, but inexact, and 
although Justice Minister Felipe Osterling and Senator Javier Alva Orlandini have 
temperately promised to investigate, the president of the republic himself is per- 
mitting certain old rancors to be resurrected because of then. 


On Wednesday, 8 July, before television and the press, a virtually unrecognizable 
Belaunde wondered whether "we must keep hands off terrorism, as with women who have 
velvety skin, because it is avery delicate petal," and he speculated about an alleged 
eccliastical wish to "canonize" terrorists. 


There is evidence that the president realized his slip almost as soon as he made it, 
because during the days following he went about setting things straight, in his way: 
he received Monsignor Durand of Callao, for example. But the conservative press, 
much of which did not protest, either, at the time of the 1968 coup, launched an 

orgy of accusations against Bambaren, who was said to have maintained a cowardly 
silence in the past and to be linked with the communists. Also, the sequence of 
events was mixed up. The CEAS communique was published in Lima on 5 July, but was 
transmitted by some news agencies on the fourth; could it be that the CEAS went first 
to the foreign press to discredit the democratic government? 


Actually, the CEAS delivered the communique to EL COMERCIO and LA PRENSA on the third, 
for publication on the fifth (see facsimile). An agency newsman took the story 
directly from a newspaper. 


Background 


It is not correct to say that Bambaren maintained a submissive position throughout 
the 7-year period. For example: 


On 4 February 1971, violent events in Carhuaz, Ancash, left 5 dead and 20 injured. 
Bishop Bambaren protested and denounced the affair. 


On 9 May 1971 Bambaren was arrested by Interior Minister Armando Artola after cele- 
brating a mass on the peaks of Pamplona for the soul of the dead invader and as he 

was going to demand freedom for Ciudad de Dios Parish. Artola accused Bambaren of 

being "an agitator in a cassock." He was interrogated for 8 1/2 hours. Afterward 

Velasco used the incident to get rid of Artola. 


Bambaren went into the Radiopatrol Barracks early on the morning of 5 February 1975, 
"trying to calm the people, according to CARETAS, and helping with the wounded." 
Later he went to the Police Hospital. Finally, as auxiliary bishop of Lima, he 
issued a letter read from all the pulpits in the capital on Sunday 9 February. 

That letter caused problems which he would rather not talk about to this day. 
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During the strike of 19 July 1977, eight people died in Comas. Bambaren brought five 
of the bodies to the morgue in his van, securing permission from the authorities for 
the funerals to be held with relatives in attendance. 


Bambaren was interviewed on two occasions by CARETAS during those 7 years, and to 
tell the truth, his present behavior is consistent with his actions of those days. 
His soul leans to the left, but, for example, he has never belonged to the ONIS 
[National Social Information Office] priests movement, which has indeed acted in 
concert with marxist groups such as Carnero Checa's FPP and SUTEP [Single Union of 
Education Workers]. 


It is true that after a meeting with Velasco on 10 June 1971, Bambaren said as he 
left the Palace that he was "convinced that it is necessary for the Peruvian family 
to be united in the face of the revolutionary process we are experiencing." It is 
also true that in his sermon at the Te Deum on 28 July 1973 Bambaren, using the 
language in vogue at the time, said that "true freedom in a liberation process is the 
deep transformation of Peruvian society to eliminate all types of exploitation." 


The bishop of the slums, as he was known until he was transferred to Chimbote in 1978, 
did not conceal his sympathy for the social changes being attempted by the military 
government, but on more than one occasion he found himself in an uncomfortable posi- 
tion--in both phases--when he protested and denounced excesses by persons connected 
with popular causes. 


Speaking with CARETAS in Chimbote last week, Bambaren mentioned that he also made some 
private gestures in the case of individuals, including some connected with the pre- 
sent administration--but he would not identify them. In any case, CARETAS does 

recall that in 1975 he intervened unsuccessfully on behalf of the magazine. 


Actually, populist resentment should not be concentrated on Bambaren but, in any case, 
on the Peruvian bishops in general and on Cardinal Juan Landazuri Ricketts in par- 
ticular. 


Still fresh in our memory is the comment made by the cardinal on the eve of the 

1968 coup, alluding to the need to "moralize" the country when the "page 11 scandal" 
erupted. The scandal turned out to be a hoax; the comment was unjust, but it con- 
tributed to the rebelliousness. 


When the coup took place, both cardinal and church refused to speak out against what 
was a trampling of basic human rights. Very much to the contrary, Landazuri went 

to the palace to greet Velasco and Permier Ernesto Montagne, his brother-in-law, 
with a big smile. 


Later the cardinal issued several public statements supporting certain of the 
government's measures. For example: 


On 5 August 1970 he declared that the new Industry Law "is another very positive 
and important step in the transformation process we are experiencing...." 


On 30 March 1971, he said that "the entire society should cooperate with educational 


reform..." (although differences arose with the government both before and after- 
ward). 
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At the same time, various bishops' assemblies and CEAS itself spoke out in favor of 
SINAMOS [National System for Support to Social Mobilization] in August 1971, of the 
Social Property Law in September 1973, etc. 


But the first conflict came on 9 August 1974. As he was leaving a meeting with all 
the bishops and the cardinal, Gen Rudecindo Zavaleta, head of SINAMOS, accompanied 
by Gen Pedro Richter and Gen Jose Graham, stated that the church fully supported 
the revolution and also the confiscation of newspapers. 


On 11 August, the secretary general of the Peruvian Bishops Conference published a 
communique. The meeting, it said, was held in view of the "serious reservations 
and concerns which had arisen with regard to certain aspects of the current revolu- 
tionary process." In addition, symptomatically, the bishops "at no time made any 
statement about the expropriation of the newspapers." 


The fact is that the bishops, although they supported the proposed social reforms-- 
without stopping to measure their effectiveness--ignored the allusions to a democratic 
system of government, the repudiable use of force in the takeover of power and the 
trampling of civil rights and liberties. 


The Universal Declaration of Human Rights holds sacred, first, the right to well- 
being, to social justice and to a dignified material life and forbids economic 
exploitation. 


At the same time, Article 21 states with precision and equal emphasis that "the will 
of the people is the basis of authority for public power; this will is expressed 
through authentic elections which must be held periodically by universal suffrage 
and by secret ballot." 


It could not be stated more clearly. 


Some of the rights in the Universal Declaration are ephemeral: goals toward which one 
aspires and for which one works, but which are not achieved easily. Others, in turn, 
are things which can be decided at any time--like the holding of elections. The 
bishops of Peru forgot those. That is the cause of the present resentment. 


But those resentments should not be concentrated on a Bambaren, who in every case 
took risks in defense of his position, nor does it become democracy to defend itself 
with ingenious phrases when cases of mistreatment arise. Terrorism must be fought 
with the weapons of law and of efficacious discipline of the police--who, for example, 
might be paid more and be given more modern equipment. We must not permit torture 

to be added to terrorism. It is a spiral that has destroyed many countries. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 





WIDE PUBLICITY OF ALLEGED HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATION CRITICIZED 
Lima OIGA in Spanish 13 Jul 81 pp 10-14 


[Text] On Saturday, 4 July, Javier Beuzeville, brother of Msgr Augusto Beuzeville, 
auxiliary bishop of Lima, went in a state of euphoria to the office of the Soviet 

news agency NOVOSTI and transmitted to Moscow, for distribution from there to the rest 
of the world, a sensational report: The Peruvian Catholic Church charged that the 
constitutional government of Peru was fiercely torturing persons arrested for alleged 
acts of terrorism. 


The cable sent by Javier Beuzeville, editor of the magazine PANORAMA INTERNACIONAL, 
and NOVOSTI's chief correspondent in the absence of the head of that agency, Vladimir 
Dunaev--who had gone into the interior of the country 2 days before--was based on a 
document distributed not only to the local press, but to all the international news 
agencies, and the person responsible for that distribution was none other than the 
editor and signer of the document, Msgr Luis Bambaren Gastelumendi, bishop of Chimbote 
and president of the CEAS, the Bishops’ Committee for Social Action. (OIGA has con- 
firmed from a very reliable source that Bambaren wrote the document without the 
authorization or the knowledge of several other high prelates whom he involved.) 


On Sunday, 5 July, DIARIO DE MARKA delightedly displayed the headline, "Church Accuses 
GC [Civil Guard] of Torture," all across its front page. "It is no capricious rumor," 
EL DIARIO said with ill-concealed satisfaction, “but concerns cases which have been 
duly confirmed by an official agency of the Catholic Church." 


The CEAS document says the accusation is being made "in response to the call of Christ, 
who came "to free the oppressed" and who said, "I was in prison, and you did not 
visit me," and in its capacity as an agency charge: by the bishops of Peru with de- 
fending those who are victims of rights violations. 


"Arm Hung by Muscles and Nerves" 


The bishops' accusation refers vaguely to several cases, but specifically to one, 
that of Edmundo Cox Beuzeville--nephew of the auxiliary bishop of Lima and of the 
chief of the Soviet news agency in Peru--who was arrested by the GC on 27 May in 
-Sicuani, Cuzco, with a large quantity of dynamite in his possession and under sus- 

picion of being a member of Shining Path. 
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The incident upset the usually tranquil weekend of newspaper editorial staffs, and 
on Sunday a controversy erupted--in which almost everyone in the "who's who" of Lima 
politics took part--and became even more heated when the archbishop of Lima, Juan 
Landazuri, came out in defense of Bambaren, 


Analysts of the situation who might be called moderate were in the minority. But in 
general one could see in this entire affair a very well-mounted campaign to discredit 
the Peruvian democratic regime through accusations which are having global repercus- 
sions and damaging the country's image, while at the same time fostering a large 
collection of funds in sensitive and wealthy Europe for the “unfortunate” of Peru. 


Already during the first week of July (see OIGA, No 36), stealing a march on Bambaren, 
the leftists took advantage of a meeting with President Belaunde to demand an unusual 
"amnesty" for nonexistent political prisoners, and they made sure the demand was picked 
up by international news agencies. "It would not be at all strange," someone commented, 
"if the two demands had been orchestrated, since they have the same objective." 


It is true that the alleged police mistreatment of Edmundo Cox--which on investigation 
merits the most severe repudiation, like any other act of this nature--has been under 
investigation since June by the National Attorney General's Office. Bambaren's 
accusation was as extemporaneous and inopportune as the frivolous statements of some 
high government officials concerning what had been so lightly and truculently alleged 
by Bambaren were shocking. It even came to speaking of an arm which "was hanging 

by muscles and nerves." Meriting criticism, above all, was the style of the document, 
which overseas--in Europe most of all, where the few reports which arrive from our 
country refer to natural disasters or turbulent politics--has already given the 
impression that Peru is a nation full of political prisoners, savagely tortured and 
deprived of all possibility for defense. 


Could it not be that behind all this there is a desire by some to move certain or- 
ganizations which proliferate in the Scandinavian countries, Holland and Sweden 
particularly, and are always ready to send substantial donations to the "progressive" 
organizations of Latin America? an observer wondered over the weekend, not without 
some cynicism. 


Back in 2 Hours 


However it was, Monsignor Bambaren chose to cast the stone and then hide his hand. 
At noon on Monday, 6 July, while concern in Lima was growing, Bambaren told CORREO's 
correspondent in Chimbote, "The bishop's door is always open to dialogue." And on 
Tuesday at 0915 hours, he told OIGA's correspondent, at the door of the chancery 

in Chimbote, "We have all day to talk; I can't do it on the public street.” 


"Come back in 2 hours; talk with my secretary," he added, and left in an automobile. 
The vigil mounted by OIGA--and by a large number of newspapermen--was fruitless. 
Several hours later, Bambaren's secretary announced that the bishop had gone to the 
capital. 


In Lima, seat of the Peruvian Bishops Conference, there was a seething crowd of 
people at Jesus Maria. Journalists stood guard at the doors. Scarcely had he 
arrived from Chimbote when Bambaren met with four other bishops--among them Augusto 
Beuzeville and Lorenzo Leon, of Huacho--to prepare a statement in response to the 
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criticisms aroused by his accusations. The meeting, which began at 2030 hours, 
lasted several hours, and when he emerged, Bambaren had nothing to say. 


Leftists Go to Bed Satisfied 


The following day, Wednesday, when the argument reached its climax and the editors 
of the newspapers, editorial pages and several radio stations were giving ample 
coverage to the matter, OIGA tried again to interview Bambaren in his office on the 
second floor of the chancery, but his secretary said the bishop would make no state- 
ments. 


That same day, a communique from Bambaren--published on Thursday--was distributed to 

the news media in which, among other things, the bishop rejected "all forms of 
terrorism" and emphasized that all his actions "are based on the Gospel." "I am not 

a Marxist," Bambaren stated in the document. Meanwhile, local representatives of 
dialectic materialism--paradoxically having become defenders of the bishop of Chimbote-- 
continued to feed the argument, trying at the same time to introduce a link between 
church and government. "The right is attacking the cardinal" (Landazuri), was 

DIARIO's war cry on Thursday. A crossfire ensued,. and that night the leftists went 

to bed with the satisfaction of a job well done: in less than a week they had moved 
half a planet and turned Bambaren and Edmundo Cox into little short of heroes. 





Was There Mistreatment? 


But, was Edmundo Daniel Cox Beuzeville tortured? OIGA's investigation culminated 

in a discovery: several years ago Cox underwent special medical treatment in Mexico 
for a bone infection which left his body somewhat fragile, in spite of his stout 
external appearance. 


At the press conference held by the GC on 29 May in Cuzco--3 days after Cox and three 
others were arrested in possession of sticks of dynamite, fuses, detonators and a 
large quantity of subversive material--Cox said he had not been "mistreated" by his 
captors, and about 10 journalists were witnesses to that statement. Our correspondent 
in Cuzco, Daniel Farfan, reported that Cox's fractures, according to the GC, occurred 
when the student tried to flee his captors and took a spectacular fall on the stairs. 
However, the story seems quite improbable. 


On Wednesday, however, Cox--26 years of age, an economics student at the University 
of San Marcos--told CORREO correspondents who interviewed him at Dos de Mayo Hospital, 
where he has been a patient since 3 July, that he was tortured in Sicuani, although, 
in so saying, he contradicted MARKA's story, according to which he had been "gagged 
and kidnaped by the police." 


Dynamite Placed in Courthouse 


Regardless of the truth of the torture story, which the National Attorney General's 
Office must clarify, the file on Cox's activities is quite voluminous. OIGA has 
confirmed that before his arrest by the GC on 26 May, Cox had been arrested on two 
other occasions: at the end of January and at the beginning of February. In January, 
the PIP [Peruvian Investigative Police] arrested him at the request of civil 
authorities in Canchis, and in February he was arrested by the GR [Republican Guard] 
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in Cheraje, where there is a microwave station. Both times Cox--with red hair and 
blue eyes, 1.80 meters tall and having the appearance of a foreigner--went free for 
lack of evidence which might link him to terrorism. 


In Sicuani, however, there was much talk of the "gringo" and his work as a "peasant 
organizer,'’ which included incitement to violence. 


Cox's first action was taken on 28 February, when he tried to rob the subprefecture 

at Canchis. That same day a bundle of dynamite was placed in the Justice Court. 

On 8 April, Cox apparently participated in the attack on the local office of school 
district 34 in Sicuani. On 11 April he wrote threatening letters to the three radio 
stations in the area, which were delivered by his lieutenant, Francisco Bustamante. 
(Cox was arrested by the GC along with a salesman, Pastor Chavez; a miner, Francisco 
Bustamante; and farmer Victoriano Mamani). On 1 May the group tried to rob an ENAFER- 
PERU [Peruvian National Railway Enterprise] installation. That attempt was repeated 
on 17 May. Nine days later the four were arrested by police. 


In that operation, the GC seized 83 bundles of "Exsa" dyanmite, 54 meters of fuse, 

8 detonators, a liet of attacks carried out and of future targets and a Shining Path 
booklet entitled "Developing and Growing Popular Protest." All this should suffice 
to make anyone think twice before trying to absolve Cox. Obviously the fact that 
Cox is suspected of terrorist acts does not justify his mistreatment or torture, if 
such there were. However, what has irritated many people, and not without reason, 
is that Bishop Bambaren protested the matter, 


Bambaren's Record 


Some observers accord Bambaren little moral right to raise his voice, since during 
12 years of military government he kept silent about the deportations, torture and 
various violations of human rights which characterized the previous regime. 


However, in justice it must be mentioned that Bambaren did protest on one occasion: 
On 8 January 1975 he expressed his suprise at the decree of amnesty to "groups who 
obstruct all change," that is, the bishop of Chimbote condemned the freeing of all 
those populists who on 28 July 1974 protested in Miraflores against the confiscation 
of newspapers. On that occasion, OIGA published accusations of torture. Alejandro 
Acosta, Martin Acosta and Celso Salinas were tortured in El Potao barracks, but 
neither Bambaren nor the priests of the ONIS (National Office of Social Information) 
priests movement uttered a word, just as they said nothing when on that same date 
accusations were made of the torture of a group of prisoners in Chincha whom the PIP 
had jailed because they accused Jose Navarro Grau, Belaunde's former minister of 
education and a former populist legislator, of a crime. 


During the first phase of the military government, the list of deportations was long: 
In 1969, Eudocio Rabines and Jose Maria de la Jara--the first-named was stripped of 
his Peruvian citizenship--were deported. On 24 May of that year it was the turn of 
Enrique Zileri, editor of CARETAS, whose magazine was closed down. In April 1970 

Elsa Arana Freyre, editor of LA PRENSA's Sunday weekly 7 DIAS, was expelled from 

the country and stripped of Peruvian nationality. In December, 1970 Fernando Belaunde 
Terry, who had returned on the third of that month to attend his mother's funeral, 

was expelled. In September 1971, the president of the National Teachers Federation 
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of Peru, Pedro Armacanqui, and five other teachers were deported, as well as Hugo 
Blanco and Rolando Brena, who was at that time president of the Peruvian Students 
Federation. Jorge Idiaquez, private secretary to Haya de la Torre, and Carlos Costa, 
editor of the weekly magazine EL INDIO, were also deported. 


In 1973 it was the turn of Luis Rey de Castro, a reporter for LA PRENSA, Hernan 
Cuentas, Javier Arias Stella, Francisco Belaunde Terry, Julio Vargas Prada, Luis 
Felipe Angell ("Sophocles"), Ricardo Diaz Chavez, Julio Cotler and Anibal Quijano; 
1974 was the year for Javier Alva Orlandini, and CARETAS was closed down again. 

In August, Fernando Belaunde tried to enter the country from Ecuador, was arrested 
at the international bridge at Aguas Verdes and returned to Ecuadorean authorities. 
In November, our own editor, Francisco Igartua, was deported, along with Guido Chirinos 
Lizares, Arturo Salazar Larrain, Mario Castro Arenas, Enrique Chirinos Soto, Cesar 
Martin Barreda, Oscar Diaz Bravo, Federico Prieto Celis and Juan Zegarra Ruzzo, re- 
porters for OPINION LIBRE, as well as Dr Luis Felipe Alarco. OIGA was closed down, 
and that same day Vicente Ugarte del Pino, dean of the Lawyers College of Lima, was 
arrested with other members of that organization--among them the present National 
Attorney General, Dr Gonzalo Ortiz de Zevallos--for expressing opinions opposing the 
detrimental petroleum contracts with Japan. 





In 1975 there 27 deportations, among them Armando Villanueva, Elias Mendoza and 
Ricardo Letts. 


All these deportations and vexations took place without any protests from Bishop 
Bambaren. Moreover, at that time, some sectors of the Peruvian Church were involved 
with the government of Juan Velasco Alvarado, outstanding among them Monsignor 
Bambaren and the ONIS priests movement, formed in Peru to encourage the "people's 
struggles," as the Third World group did in Argentina and the Golconda group in 
Colombia, this last involved with guerrilla movements. Unlike those countries, 

in which those groups encountered strong opposition from the church hierarchy, in 
Peru ONIS developed without encountering any resistance. It even supported the take- 
over of churches by leftist workers who wanted to force their demands. 


In 1970, ONIS published a document which stated, "It appears to us that this is not 
the time to indulge in the luxury of fearing communism in Peru." 


On 14 August 1971, Luciano Metzinger of the Peruvian Bishops Conference declared that 
"the bishops support social mobilization" and said that the purposes of SINAMOS-- 
which was infiltrated by communists (see OIGA, No 31)--respond to the ideas expressed 
in Pope Paul VI's encyclical, "Populorum Progressio." 


As one observer said, "The list of Bambaren's omissions and silences could fill a book 
the size of which would make the telephone book pale with envy." Or, as one elderly 
Lima resident expressed it in native terms as he looked at DIARIO's bold headlines 
praising Bambaren: "Why is it that he is talking now and kept still while the potatoes 
were burning?" 


However--it must also be said--very vew people approve of the unacceptably frivolous 
statements about this case made by some high government officials, based on Bambaren's 
mistakes and the evidence that Cox is a mad terrorist. The possibility--also very 
real--that the police may actually have abused Cox is no laughing matter nor is it 
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to be spoken of lightly. Any abuse, any excess, any torture deserves indignant pub- 
lic condemnation, as does any political maneuver which seeks to mar the image of the 
country overseas. It is outrageous that there should be talk of political prisoners 
and torture when there has never been in Peru greater freedom and respect for human 
rights than at the present time--more than in any other country in Latin America. 
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COUNTRY SECTION SURINAME 


BRIEFS 


PRESIDENT INVITED TO PRC--Paramaribo, Suriname, 19 Aug (CANA)--Suriname's President 
Dr Henck Chin-a-sen has been invited to visit the People's Republic of China. The 
invitation was issued to the Suriname head of state by the charge d'affaires of the 
embassy of the People's Republic of Chine during the visit earlier this year of a 
Chinese youth delegation. President Chin-a-sen has already visited China in his 
capacity as a medical practitioner on two occasions to study the Chinese medical 
technique, acupuncture. [Text] [FL191919 Bridgetown CANA in English 1909 GMT 

19 Aug 81] 


NO INTERVENTION IN EL SALVADOR--Paramaribo, Suriname, 18 Aug (CANA)--Suriname's 
Foreign Ministry has said that the people of El Salvador should be allowed to find 

a solution to the country's present conflict without the intervention of other 
states. The Foreign Ministry's declaration followed a visit here recently by 
Salvadoran Vice Minister Senor Gomez. The official held talks with Suriname's 
Director of Foreign Affairs J. Kolader, and a statement released after the talks 
spelled out Suriname's policy of noninterference in the internal affairs of other 
countries. In a follow-up statement, Suriname said that it supported every justified 
struggle by nations against every form of oppression and condemned any foreign 
interference in the internal affairs of states. "Each nation has the right to solve 
its own problems and to lay the basis for balanced independent development. It 

is of importance that efforts be made towards the peaceful solving of disputes in 
the region,'' the statement asserted. [Text] [FL182326 Bridgetown CANA in English 
2257 GMT 18 Aug 81] 


CSO: 3020/143 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


OLAVARRIA SUGGESTS SPEEDING UP PARTIES' ELECTION PROCESS 
Caracas RESUMEN in Spanish 2 Aug 81 pp 2-6 


[Article by Jorge Olavarria] 


[Text] We have always opposed the excessive length of Venezuela's 
election campaigns. They continue to grow longer and longer. And 

at the same time, they are becoming more and more expensive, both 

in economic terms, and also in terms of the burden they place on the 
entire nation. The campaign in itself and the selection of the can- 
didates take up so much time and so much energy that, because of this 
fact alone, they are becoming an excessively heavy burden. The evils 
resulting from this situation are like malignant cancers which metas- 
tasize through all the organs of our national body. Little by lit- 
tle, everything is done in terms of the ambitions of particular groups. 
The government administrative apparatus is being weakened and getting 
swollen, while at the same time it is losing a sense of purpose. 
Meanwhile, the entire nation is suffering from the hallucination of 
the election process. We could go on listing the evils coming from 
this situation of Venezuelan democracy, but we think they are so ob- 
vious that it isn't reasonable to think that any sensible, thinking 
person in the nation could maintain the suitability of living in a 
permanent election campaign. 


And yet, that is what has happened during this constitutional period. 
First came the municipal elections. Then came the internal party 
elections, especially the COPEI [Social Christian Party] elections, 
and almost immediately afterward, with a very short breathing space, 
the nation became caught up in the candidates' "preselection" pro- 
cess. This campaign has been so bitter that only the MAS [Movement 
for Socialism], with its selection last week of Teodoro Petkoff as 
its candidate for the left's primaries, seems to have escaped another 
election campaign. 


Of course this criticism should not be used to denigrate the 


election, which, in the abstract, is the best method for people to 
decide by the peaceful means of counting ballots, who will hold 
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positions of leadership, whether in a social club, a political party, 
Or a republic. That isn't the question. The election, as a method, 
is not being questioned. What we are questioning is the permanent, 
constant election that doesn't come to an end when the problem of 
selection which motivated it has been settled, because like an unend- 
ing screw, it goes on to start on the next election. What we are 
questioning is the election viewed as an end in itself, and not as 

a means for deciding who will govern large or small social groups. 
What we are questioning is the subordination of the entire government 
apparatus to the ambitions of this or that person or group. What 

we are questioning is the adulteration of the method itself. An 
election should solve problems. It should give societies stability 
during a sufficiently long period of time so that those who are 
elected can exercise their duties without having to think about the 
next impending election. 


And Still 


And still, despite all the evils the election process causes the 
nation and this crippled democratic system, with its medieval elec- 
toral system which keeps the voters from electing their representa- 
tives to "representative" bodies, which--because of its mechanisms~- 
exaggerates presidential authority, and which makes the "internal 
democracy” of the parties carbon copies of the tyrannies of the 
past, we firmly believe there is a way to avoid the collapse of the 
System. We believe there is a way to avoid the fall of the consti- 
tutional governm:ent of Luis Herrera, to avoid the coup d'etat that 
could ruin all this, like a house built of cards. And this way, 

we believe, is to speed up the election process! Of course, we 
don't mean the election itself. The elections will, or should be, 
in December 1983. That would only be possible if the president 
were to resign his office. What we want to do is to speed up the 
internal party elections, especially those of the three major 
parties, AD [Democratic Action], COPEI, and MAS. In that way, they 
would not only put an end to their fights, but they would above all 
offer the nation a clear prospect of change which might inhibit, 
minimize, delay, and perhaps prevent a threatened coup d'etat, which 
the present political, economic, and social scenario of the republic 
seems to be crying out for. This reflection has come from the firm 
belief that what has inhibited coups d'etat over the last 20 years 
is that approximately halfway through the president's term in office, 
the nation acquires a more or less clear prospect that an end is 

in sight. 


Often, in thinking about the political enigma of the Latin American 
nations, I have asked Myself: what is there in the Mexican political 
system which has given Mexico what no one can deny: stability? Per- 
haps the answer to this is that the Mexican presidents first of all 
can not be reelected. After their term in office is over, they are 


39 








relegated to the role of living mummies, perhaps even less 
influential than the ones exhibited in the magnificent Archaeologi- 
cal Museum. In the second place, the "replacements," so far have. 
not been the puppets of those who supported them, and in almost 
every case, they have made reforms and followed policies different 
and even contradictory with those of their predecessor. Far be it 
from me to point to the Mexican poltical system as the ideal. But 
if that systems seems bad to us, is ours better, more democratic, 
Or more stable? In any case, and a presidential period is not the 
time to make a comparative analysis of both "democracies," at some 
point in time the Mexicans know that the successor is going to ap- 
pear, and that opens up for them the certain prospect of succession, 
of change. For better or for worse, but still change. And--the 
sublime paradox of political psychology!--it is precisely this cer- 
tainty that the current president will not be in office permanently 
that gives him the stability needed to complete his term success- 
fully. 


Much more can and should be said, analyzed, and clarified about this 
phenomenon of the stability of the system caused by the certain 
prospect of the change of the governor and the government. For exam= 
ple, we could analyze in depth the capability of the system to 
evolve, its capacity to put into practice constitutional principles 
or legal mechanisms to correct or remove the defects of the system. 
We could also study whether the social fabric of the republic will 
accept and understand that every change will be a true change. And 
above all, whether that change will bring about progress and a 
correction of mistakes, or will worsen and emphasize those mistakes. 
But in any event, even with imperfections which may be worsened or 
improved, the essential is that the political system has to offer 

the nation the certain and serious prospect of a change in political 
leadership, primarily of the verson who holds the office of presi- 
dent. When the political system becomes too involved in itself, it 
becomes entangled and enmeshed in lesser ambitions; this adulterates 
and distorts the quality of the debate, and creates the false illusion 
of confusing personal ambitions with the noble emotions of properly 
conceived political activity. This takes away the prospect of change, 
of alternation in power from the nation. This has happened before 

in the history of Venezuela, and it is happening now. 


18 October 1945 


The government of Isais Medina Angarita, which was overthrown by a 
coup d'etat on 18 October 1945, was in its time the most extraordi- 
nary and productive democratic government that Venezuela had known 
until then, and very possibly, measured in comparative, absolute, or 
relative terms, it may have been the most revolutionary, progressive, 
and democratic government there has ever been in the history of 
Venezuela. 





The legalization of the political parties, including the communist 
party, the respect for freedom of expression, the thorough reforms 
of the Civil Code and of the national public finances, the creation 
of the income tax, the hydrocarbons law, etc.--the list is impressive, 
even overwhelming. And yet, the Medina government made two very 
serious political mistakes. First, it created a "government party," 
the PDV [Venezuelan Democratic Party] which was stillborn, a victim 
of its own strength, which came from the exercise of public power. 
(PDV became synonymous in Venezuela with arbitrary rule masked in the 
guise of democratic legality, which made it even more repugnant). 
And through an election system which restricted its size, alongside 
the reforms and freedoms which it had unleashed, it became known as 
the "great elector." The second and more serious mistake was that 
it used this power in the most clumsy way imaginable, ignoring the 
great political forces which its own reforms had created, and which 
the times demanded. In reality, the selection of Dr Angel Biaggini, 
an obscure and mediocre person, as the party's candidate for the 
presidency, took away from the nation the healthy and loyal enjoy- 
ment of the political rights the citizens were beginning to practice, 
and opened up the doors little by little to what happened on 18 
October 1945. Let us listen to the words of two of the protagonists 
of the events of 18 October: Romulo Betancourt and the great jour- 
nalist, Antonio Arraiz. 


"The revolution was the result of more than just a conspiracy 
between a leading group of lower-level officers from the four bran- 
ches of the armed forces and the single party, Democratic Action, 
with the full national audience that existed at that time." 


"The Venezuelan people already felt an imperious need to choose 
their leaders through free elections. They had expected this col- 
lective demand to be satisfied by the constitu ional reform in 
1944, a year before the date scheduled for the election of the new 
president. The new president was to hold office during the 5-year 
term from 1945 to 1950. This expectation was disappointed. With- 
out listening to the nation, which was calling for free elections, 
or to the few representatives of the people in congress, they kept 
the two-tier system for the presidential election. This meant that 
a majority of senators and deputies who rigidly adhered to the pro- 
government line would appoint the new chief of state, to follow the 
one leaving Miraflores." 


"The Venezuelan popular spirit was on the verge of explosion." 
"The country could not stand to have another president imposed on 
it from Miraflores, a president who would govern during the next 5 


years. I found this out during a trip I made through the eastern 
part of Venezuela." 
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"Back in Caracas, I told my comrades in the AD leadership: 'This 
government is falling apart. I don't know how it will fall, but 
at will.'" 


We have to remember, though, that Betancourt and Democratic Action 
had agreed to play by the rules of the game set by the Medina demo- 
cracy, but with another candidate, Dr Diogenes Escalante. 


As Betancourt tells it ("18 October 1945," RESUMEN no 103, p 38), 
his efforts and those of Democratic Action to find in Diogenes 
Escalante a national consensus candidate were made to keep the 
military conspiracy, of which they were well aware, from becoming 
a reality. 


"Captain Vargas was the key man in the conspiracy. He had with 

him papers signed by hundreds of "sworn supporters" in the army, 

air force, navy, and national guard. From the point of view of its 
lack of military support in the army barracks, and on the air force 
and naval bases, the government was literally at rock bottom. Mario 
Vargas made a very favorable personal impression on us. He had an 
almost mystical democratic fervor. His feverish eyes, perhaps re- 
flecting the tuberculosis that he suffered from even then, glowed 
when he spoke of a better Venezuela to be won." 


"The meeting broke up at dawn. While Gonzalo and I were having 
breakfast, we came to one conclusion, which was that the dilemma 
was inexorable: either we would intervene and take a definite part 
in the conspiracy which was moving ahead fast, or the young military 
officers would overthrow the government on their own and would then 
set up their own regime, with an unpredictable ideological orienta- 
tion. In our almost obstinate attempts to achieve an evolutionary, 
rather than violent outcome for the very serious political crisis 
of our country, we proposed to our allies in the UPM [Patriotic 
Military Union] that we try to persuade Dr Diogenes Escalante, who 
was then Venezuela's ambassador to Washington, to accept the propo- 
sal. Without any success, delegates from the president, including 
his own brother, Dr Julio Medina Angarita, had been sent to hin. 
The UPM officers agreed to this proposal. For that purpose Raul 
Leoni and I went to the U.S. capital." 


Betancourt discusses the political dilemma of that time, and because 
of its parallels with the situation now, we are publishing this ac- 
count here. Let us consider thoughtfully the conversation between 
Betancourt and Escalante almost 40 years ago. 


"It was near the end of the war. We were sitting in the vast lobby 
of the Statler Hotel in Washington, waiting for the rooms we had 
reserved to be ready for us. There we proposed to him that AD would 
not oppose his candidacy. We said that we would accept no 
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position in his government. We only wanted, as a counterpart to 
our proposal, the constitution and the election laws to be demo- 
cratized so that free elections could be held. We added that we 
also wanted his government to give priority to the serious problems 
faced by the people and to the critical situation in the armed 
forces. We went even further. We told him that if he continued to 
reject this offer, it was inevitable that a military uprising would 
break out in Venezuela. He sat there staring at us for many long 
minutes with a strange fixity in his expression." 


"If we had been psychiatrists and not politicians, his behavior 
would have warned us then that his brain was already damaged. Then 
he wanted me to go with him to talk in private in the embassy, 
where he lived with his charming wife, Isabel Alamo. With a pitcher 
of lemonade--this was in August and the summer heat in Washington 
was horrible--we spoke with complete openness. He had not wanted 
to accept the proposal of President Medina, not liking the idea of 
becoming a prisoner in Miraflores. His predecessor was a general 
and he would have the military machinery of the nation under his 
control. I was rather bold in my frankness. I told him in detail 
of what was happening inside the armed forces. And I concluded by 
telling him this: 


"'Dr Escalante, on the very day you arrive at Miraflores, you can 
change all the top leaders in the armed forces, with the support of 
the majority of the young officers. They are allied with us and it 
is not only in the name of Democratic Action, but also in the name 
of this strong military bloc that we have come to encourage you to 
accept the candidacy.'" 


"We were not at the reception, which was crowded with people from 
the official world, and was held at the Maiquetia airport. There 
were people there, acting in good faith, but with little political 
astuteness, who formed what Andres Eloy Blanco called the *'luminous 
wing of the PDV,' the pro-government party. And crowded there along 
with them were people seeking money, bureaucrats, and people who 
wanted government jobs." 


"We barely had a brief meeting, at his request, in the Hotel Avila 
where he was living. He had already become president in reality, 
because the ‘great elector’ had annointed him with its backing and 


the congresswas to carry out without a murmur this order from on 
high." 


On 7 August 1945, Dr Diogenes Escalante arrived at Maiquetia on 
board a Pan Am Clipper. He was met by what was then considered a 
"multitude." EL NACIONAL reported, citing the traffic department 
as its source, that 1,279 cars formed a "caravan." Among the 
people who went to greet him at Maiquetia were the secretary of 
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the presidency, Arturo Uslar Pietri; the governor of Caracas, Gen 
Juan de Dios Celis Paredes; the ministers Medina, Pedro Silveira, 
and Rafael VEgas. Also present were representatives of the PDV, 
Democratic Action, Popular Union, the Liberal Party of Tachira, and 
the Communist Party. A month later, in September .1945, the rumors 
that had been circulating about the serious mental disturbance of 
Dr Escalante were fully confirmed, and with that confirmation, his 
national candidacy came to an abrupt end. 


On 10 September the candidacy of Dr Angel Biaggini was announced. 

On l October, the assembly of the Elector Party, the PDV, elected 

Dr Angel Biaggini, the only candidate for the presidency, to a term 
lasting from 1946 to 1951, by 252 votes to seven. Of the seven 
yotes cast in opposition, three were for Gen Eleazar Lopez Contreras, 
two for Dr Arturo Uslar Pietri, and two were left blank. Just 18 
days later, the government of Isais Medina Angarita resigned when 
confronted with a civilian-military uprising that seemed doomed from 
the start, and which confused the nation by leading it to believe 
that this was a rebellion led by General Lopez Contreras. But once 
firmly entrenched in power with the revolutionary government junta 
formed, it revealed its true actors and showed the entire nation the 
tremendous strength which the serious political errors of the Medina 
government had ignored and underestimated. 


Unrest and Discord 


A witness of those events, a man of exceptional analytic capability, 
located in the enviable observation post of EL NACIONAL's staff, 
Antonio Arraiz, wrote on 23 October 1945 an article entitled "The 
Coup d'Etat," in which he said: 


"A coup d'etat is, of course, always deplorable. But even when the 
heart may withhold approval or justification of violence, reason 
may explain it.” 


"The revolutionary movement wich has just appeared in Venezuela is 
the logical consequence of the misguided appointment of the presi- 
dential candidate. General Medina Angarita has just left office at 
the wrong time and in a way as unsuitable as it is strange, after an 
administration of undeniable achievements." 


"The nominations, first of Dr Escalante, and then of Dr Biaggini, as 
if compounding the error, have created all over the nation a feeling 
of unrest and discord, which sooner or later had to lead to a sudden 
solution, such as has just happened. It is unfortunate, but we can 

do nothing else but recognize and remember this." 


Today, nearly 40 years after these events, we can appreciate this 
evaluation. When the nation was denied the exercise of those rights 
which it had acquired, the door was opened for a successful coup 
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d'etat. That is true. But Arraiz is caught in his own illusion. 
For him, what deserved criticism was not the closed system that 
offered Escalante or Biaggini as candidates. If that same closed 
system had proposed the candidacy of Rafael Vegas, whom Arraiz 
supported, wouldn't he then have justified a coup d'etat? The 
result would have been the same. What had to be changed was the 
system, but even inside the system, if it had offered the nation a 
candidate less insipid than Biaggini, perhaps this could have 
awakened the hope or illusion of some true change, which would have 
correspondingly lessened the feeling of desperation which then 
Opened up the doors to insurrection and an armed uprising. 


These testimonies and this example are appropriate to the situation 
we have here today. A coup d'etat seems imminent, and the prospect 
of the political collapse of the government is even worse. The 
government of Luis Herrera has become closed in upon itself behind 
impassable walls of arrogance, blindness, and deafness. And we are 
not referring to the latest dispute about the issue of the disparity 
in internal and external interest rates, and to the poorly termed 
"foreign currency flight." Nor are we referring to the surprising 
Statement of the chief of state that he is going to "change the face" 
of this chaos made city that we call Caracas, or even less to his 
appeal to tHe beauty of Irene Saez as an effective "counter" against 
those whom he has called the "prophets of doom." No. This comes 
from the observation, as a whole, of the government of Luis Herrera, 
from the conviction that his personality either has undergone a 
metamorphosis that must be disconcerting to his friends, or simply 
that he was not endowed by the Creator with the minimal attributes 
needed not to be overwhelmed by the magnitude of the problems that 
have piled up on the Venezuelan state, at a time when the nation 
enjoys the Rhighest earnings in its entire history, twice those under 
his predecessor Perez, which in turn were twice those under the 
three presidents who preceded him. This comes from the irrefutable 
testimony of the despair of his own fellow party members. 


This leads us to think very seriously that an effective remedy, 

a certain relief, a saving grace that could slow down the drain of 
faith in this nation is to offer the nation now, as in an emergency, 
the clear, serious, and definite prospect of an election. Who is 
elected is important. But the very fact of an election is more 
important. The country is too weak to stand the tensions of an 
election "clash" between Caldera and Montes de Oca, another between 
Lusinchi, Morales Bello and Pinerua, and another between Petkoff 
and Rangel. Between now and December, these questions have to be 
settled. By January 1982, the nation has to see three or four can- 
didates with the firm support of their organizations behind them. 
If not, things might become complicated to the point of being out 
of control. 


7679 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


BRIEFS 


CONTACTS WITH U.S. REPUBLICANS--Aristides Calvani, deputy secretary general of the 
Social Christian Party [COPEL] said that his recent visit to the United States, 
where he met with representatives of the U.S. Republican Party, had been very 
fruitful. We interviewed him and he said: [Begin recording] I think that [words 
indistinct], we took the electoral campaigns as a starting point and analyzed the 
functions of each of the parties in the respective countries. I think, not trying 
to be modest, this is in fact the first time that a Latin American party has met 
with U.S. party members in that role, rather than as senators or representatives or 
members of the State Department. We met with party members as such. I think the 
trip was very fruitful. [Excerpts] [PA190302 Caracas Radio Rumbos Network in 
Spanish 2100 GMT 18 Aug 81] 


cso: 3010/1732 END 
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